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Congress of the Tnited States
THashington, I 20515

Tuly 29, 2003

The Honorable Chairmen Ralph Regula
Sobcommittes on Labor, Health aod Himan Services,
Eduration, and Related Agencies

Copmmittes o Appropriationd :

2358 Raybum Houss Office Building

Washingiop, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Regula:

We are writing e respectfully request that 2s you continue work on the Eabor,
Healih and Human Services, and Bduostion Appropriations ynupmvideﬁ.lﬂnmdshmd
funding for the ATDS Drug Assistance Program {ADAP], to engure that those suffering
from HIV/AIDS in our cotntry have access to all current end new medicines and
therapies.

While thete hag been s great desl of attemtion oo owr wnited efforts in Congress 1o
enhemos the 1.8, role in fighting the Global AIDS epidemic and helpirg needy people
around the world gain access to treatments, it is equally important that we act to meet the
needs of peaple here at home who are sufiermg with HIV/AIDS, For too matry :
Americans, these same treatmeris sre oot of reach without our help.

As you know, stﬂeﬁDAPs;nnﬂdumhm] life-preserving medicatons to low-
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ADAP programs often serve aathemtrypmntﬁ:rmdmdualsmmhmlthm
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nnd-lgﬂﬂ's,me atandeard of care for HIV/AIDS has mwlved the nse of multiple anti-
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annyally, leaving many peopls with HIV/ATDS unable to pay for these services, New
treatments on the hordzon are expactad tn provide this population with even greater hope
for prolonged life; however, such treatmants are expected to come at a cousiderable
cXpense,

Matlonally, almost 300,000 United Statee residents are living with AIDS, ADAP
i8 & vital federal commitnent that coables our communitics to offer a system of HIV care.
Tt provides vital access to care and treatment for low income and urinsurable residents of
the United States who have AIDS. Without such federal assistance, states will be forced
ta reduce care.
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Unforbmately, with many states experiencing budget problems, dernand iz
quickly owtpacing available resources for ADAP programs. From 1996 to 2001, the
number of chents served natiogally by ADAP programs has grown by 144 percent, with
expeniditures on dmgs increazing by over 300 percent sand fimding levels increasing at
amaller rates,

Without & sigmificant infusion of new resonrces, the need of growing ¢lient
demard cannot be met. That is why we vrgs your support for a $220 mllion increase for
ADAP for FY 2004, These funds will ensure that those currently enrolled in ADAP and
those newly disgnosed with IV will have access to essontial treatments,

We mppirecinte the Subcommittee™s past support for this program and thank you

for your consideration of this request.
Siﬁwdr.

Rep. Bill Pascrell, Jr. Rﬂphlg y
’4 P A‘r ﬁd’j'

i 1Bl £ i e
Rep. Barney T Rep. Tamdy Baldwin
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Rep. Dale E. Kikdee - - Rep. Melvin L. Watt

Rep. Mark Udall

Rep. Micheel K. Molulty

Tedler .

Rep. Jerrold Madler Jim McDexnott
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Rep. Artur Davig

Rep. BMM . Bobby J£. Rush
Anucimdl | Konduok B, Mak
" Rep. Donald M. Pay - 2 Rep. Kendrick B. Meck |
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Rep. Eleanor Holmes Notton

| M&’? C«.&, b
. Robart Wexletr 4 Bep. Carelyn Hcl:nrt‘#%b
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M. .Rep.I}wid Scott
%Z— c—‘»*%m/g hasieet
Rep. Anthony D. Weiner Rep. Leonard L. Bogwell

Rep- ga Capps #" Rep. Luis V. Gutiftrez
. Julia Carson Rep, Hliot L. Engel

Rep. Lane Bvans
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Lo Rep. Hilde L. Solie
Ha?&ag:» MWM

Eap. ghed



