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Governor Christie's Budget Deadly for AIDS Patients

New Brunswick, NJ
The new state budget signed by Governor Christiduore 29 results in the loss of access to HIV drugs
for 957 individuals in New Jersey, effective Auglis010.

Despite the recommendations of AIDS activists amgoizations such as Hyacinth AIDS Foundation,
the Christie administration increased the incomediold for people living with HIV/AIDS from 500%
to 300% of the federal poverty level, effectivelgallowing access to life saving drugs for 957 pepp
including 600 individuals, 200 couples and 157 @i Since the State appropriations for the AIDS
Drug Distribution Progranmcreased by $7.5 million there is absolutely no need torgeeligibility.

"This is devastating news to those struggling emage their HIV disease," said Kathy Ahe@rBrien,
Hyacinth's Executive Director. "Withotliese medications the patient's health beginsdingerapidly
leading to serious illness or even death. Thipgsed change to the AIDS Drug Distribution Program
Is unconscionable, especially now when so manyotbents cannot pay for housing, food and other
necessities, much less for these very expensivgsdru

"As a public health strategy it is incumbent uploa New Jersey State Department of Health and H
Services to ensure full access to these life saviedications. Clients who take their HIV medicato
experience drastic reductions in viral loads amllice the risk to transmit the virus," Ms. O'Bri¢ated.

Hyacinth AIDS Foundation is New Jersey's first and largest AIDS serviceanization with six offices
located throughout the State, serving over 15,@@ple annually with direct care, treatment educatio
and prevention. Hyacinth is the only organizaiimiNew Jersey with a dedicated public policy and
community organizing staff dedicated to protectrigbts and benefits of people living with HIV/AIDS
in New Jersey.



